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PRESIDENTS NOTE
President’s Pride
Today I filled out a report online and hit Send to the Optimist International offices in St. Louis. The
title of the report is Club Pride and the contents of that report, by all accounts and purposes, once reviewed
by the higher ups, will place Sauk Trails Optimists in consideration for the title of Honor Club.
As that happens, the club will get a patch for our banner and a certificate of recognition.
The report gave me as club president the opportunity to review first hand the details of our club and
foundation activities and community involvement throughout the year.
Service hours by the hundreds, dollars by the thousands and JOI club participation in categories from
Madison Bratfest to Mustard Day in Middleton, Special Olympics in Oregon to Meals on Wheels in our
own backyard, plus regular attendance by our members at Luncheon and Board of Director meetings, all
these speak of pride.
It is indeed my honor to serve as president of the Sauk Trails Optimist Club. The pride I feel and
happily report is a bonus created by the whole-hearted dedication of Sauk Trails Optimist members. The
honor and pride reflect upon each and every club member who accepts voluntary effort as a personal
commitment.
That’s where honor and pride come from.
The honor and the pride are yours.
John Fons
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STOC Bulletin Board
Sauk Trails
Club Officers
2018-19

October Birthdays
Rick Thomas

21

Ted See

28

President: John Fons
Vice President: Liv Sandberg

SWIS 1st Quarter Conference
October 18-19, 2019
Wyndham Garden
Madison/Fitchburg
Conference details & information:
www.swisdistrict.org

Secretary: Rick Thomas
Treasurer: Bob Wortinger
Past President: Dan Chart
Board of Directors
Steve Bailey
Rick Conne
Mary Schwartz
Nancy Hach
Kathy Johnson
Todd Geltemeyer

Newsletter Editor:
Liv Sandberg
jlivsandberg@gmail.com

Date
10/2
10/9
10/16
10/23

Speaker
Lunch & Tour
Kristin Weber-Nick
Travis Currier

10/30

OPEN

Topic
Junior Achievement
Holy Wisdom Monastary
Madison Friends of International Students
One of Many
Diversity, Inclusion, & Rapport

As we begin a new Optimist year, I would like to thank those members who either
presented at a meeting or arranged for a guest speaker to come in. They are John Fons,
Rick Conne, Mike Grasmick, Bob Wortinger, Steve Bailey, John Scherer, Carole Klopp, and
Diane Hoebel. Thanks also to Carole for being the keeper of the power point projector.
Please let me know if you have someone who would like to speak at a lunch meeting.
Mary Schwartz
schwrtzmry@aol.com
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SAUK TRAILS OPTIMIST CLUB
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Tuesday, September 17, 2019
MINUTES
PRESENT: John, Mary, Rick T, Steve, Kathy, Bob, Rick C., Dan, Liv, Nancy
Others Present:
Absent: Todd
The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m.
1.

Addition to Agenda:
Badger Club check.
2.
Approval of Board Minutes from 8/13/2019. Mary moved to approve the
minutes, Steve seconded, Passed unanimously.
3.
Acceptance of August Financial Reports:
Rick C. moved to accept the financial reports as presented by Bob, Liv
seconded. Passed unanimously.
5. Membership
We remain at 38 members. We need 2 more to become an honor club.
6. Presidential Citation
John showed the board the Citation that will be presented at the annual banquet.
Steve moved that we make a $100 donation for a memorial patch on the banner,
Dan seconded, Passed unanimously.
7. Badger Optimist Club
Dan moved that we stop payment of $100 check to the Badger Optimist Club.
Kathy seconded. Passed unanimously.
8. Sauk Trails Initiatives 2019-20 suggestions
9. Annual Banquet
Scheduled for Sept. 25th at 5:30 at Imperial Garden. Dinner will be at 6:30.
10. October Board Meeting
Bob moved to cancel the October board meeting, Nancy seconded, Passed
unanimously.
11. Adjourn to November 12 at 5:00pm, at Park Bank in Middleton Kathy moved
to adjourn, Bob seconded, passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Rick Thomas, Secretary

SAUK TRAILS OPTIMIST CLUB “PATHWAYS”
OCTOBER 2019

SAUK TRAILS OPTIMIST CLUB
Youth & Community Foundation
Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, September 17th, 2019
MINUTES
Present: Rick T., Steve, Rick C., Bob, John, Liv, Mary, Todd, Nancy, Dan, Kathy
Absent: Todd
The meeting was called to order at 5:40pm.
1. Minutes from June 11th Foundation Board Meeting: Bob moved that we
approve the minutes from the June 11 th board meeting, Liv seconded, Passed
unanimously.
2. Financial Report Discussion: Bob reviewed the financials. We will have
approximately $10,000 in income for the year. We have $5281 available for
donations. Dan moved to accept the financials, Mary seconded, Passed
unanimously.
3. Donations: Bob moved that we donate the following $4250 with the
understanding that we will revisit the grant rewards in November when we have
more information on the income and the other organizations, Nancy seconded:
 $1500 to Horizon
 $500 to Logan’s Hearts and Smiles
 $1500 to Lussier Community Education Center
 $750 to Reach a Child
4. Terri Lynne Fundraiser: Mary moved that we offer the Terri Lynne nuts this
year, Nancy seconded, Passed unanimously.
Steve moved that we adjourn until November 12th , 2019 Mary seconded, Passed
unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Rick Thomas, secretary
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SAUK TRAILS – Madison Club WEBSITE
www.sauktrailsmadisonoptimist.org
Current and previous STOC Newsletters are available as PDF’s on the www.sauktrailsmadisonoptimist.org website.
To acquire the newsletter, CLICK on the ‘PDF Download’ of CHOICE.

Call for website sponsors.
If you are interested in also being a sponsor of the STOC Website for the 2018-2019 year,
and have your business/name in the rotation on our website, please contact Bonnie
Spindler. Thanks to the Park Bank of Madison for their continued sponsorship.
The Sauk Trails – Madison Website is constantly being updated with many pictures in addition to those in the
newsletter. To become more familiar with the website and the pictures currently available, see below:

Sauk Trails – Madison Website Pictures
In the EVENTS area, click on this link:
In the EVENTS area, click on this link:
In the ABOUT area, click on this link:

CLUB_Program_Pictures
CLUB_Accomplish_Pictures
CLUB_Photo_Gallery

(View ‘Photo Galleries’)
(‘Read More’, scroll description)

If you have any problems acquiring the Newsletter or are NOT receiving the monthly message, please contact me so we can
correct that situation. Optimistically, Bonnie Spindler blspindler@charter.net 850-9561 (H)
Sauk Trails Website Coordinator

John Schwartz was a huge hit as a
guest speaker at a luncheon. STOC
members were amazed at new
farming methods and how advanced
technology is being used to increase
accuracy and efficiency for many
farmers. He has promised he will
come again to share more about a
farmers life in 2019.
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STOC ANNUAL BANQUET
Normally, I close the newsletter with the Optimist Creed. However, it seems most appropriate to
place the creed within the article as several of the words in the creed embody the spirit and
atmosphere shared at the banquet.
The Optimist Creed
Promise yourself…
To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.
To make all you friends feel that there is something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for the best and expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others at you are about your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the
presence of trouble.
The evening provided all who attended an opportunity to honor those who were recognized
for their efforts on behalf of the club, share time with friends, and generously donate to the
silent auction to help youth via the Foundation activities. Many thanks to Kathy Johnson and
her committee for all of their efforts hosting the silent auction. It was a lot of fun and the club
raised over $1100 in a single event!
.

We were also given an opportunity to award to very special awards.
Gene and Bonnie Spindler so deservingly received the Presidential Citation award for all of their combined years of
service to the club and to those we serve! Congratulations Bonnie and Gene!

Congratulations and thank you Nancy Hach for all of your efforts behind the scene and congratulations on receiving
the Quiet Optimism award

.
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Thank you to John Kondrasuk, OI
president 2016-17, for inducting the
2020 officers and board members.
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Gene and Bonnie Spindler recieved the Presidential
Citation award. Congratulations to a very deserving
couple and thanks for all of your volunteer efforts!
Congratulations to Nancy Hach who received the
Quiet Optimism award!
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Thank you to Steve Bailey, Mary Schwartz, and Liv Sandberg for providing photos of the
Annual Banquet and Installation of New officers.
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Be it celebrating with a glass of wine, checking out the silent/raffle items or visiting with friends we don’t
get to see very often, everyone had a wonderful evening.

